SUMMARY Greatly needed Arabic reading types for testing near visual acuity are suggested. They are based on reading types adopted by the Faculty of Ophthalmologists of the United Kingdom.
Testing near visual acuity has its place in the assessing of the macular function and prescribing a suitable addition for presbyopia. Some eye diseases affect reading acuity to a great extent such as posterior subcapsular cataract.' Hence its testing is an indispensible part of ophthalmic examination.
The first scientific attempt to test near visual acuity was made by Snellen in 1868,2 who applied to the test the same principle as he applied to his distance types. Each letter is made as a square subtending an angle of 5' at the ordinary reading distance.' The unfamiliar configuration of letters of that construction, however, is not reproduced in ordinary printer's founts. 3 Jaeger's suggestions23 found more general acceptance because they consisted in ordinary printer's founts of that time. Jaeger's types persisted for a long time, though their uniformity was entirely lost mainly because the original founts from which the types were produced became obsolete. 4 To overcome this difficulty the British Faculty of Ophthalmologists put forward the suggestions4 and then recommendations for standarisation' of reading types. Times Roman type face is used with standard spacing. (Times refers to the print used by The Times newspaper.) The notation was based on the printer's point system, where specimens of printed materials are given in sizes of 5 pt, 6 The following suggestions are made for the standardisation of Arabic reading types, and an example is provided in Fig. 1 
